
State of Alaska
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities

Division of Statewide Planning

TO: Michael Barton
Commissioner

Highways and Public
Facilities

DATE: June 18,2003

TELEPHONE NO: 465-4070

Fax Number: 465-6984

sUBJEC=: 2003 AMATS
TIP Technical
Amendment #7

J$w 7&&7/c k c! f$-ne,A’he4i

The adjusted 2003 year of the Anchorage Metropolitan Area Transportation
System (AMATS) Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is attached for
your approval. Normally we would not require approval for a technical
amendment of the STIP or TIP as it is simply adjusting for projects that are
already in the program. However, Federal Highway Administration has
requested that the State approve this technical amendment.

AMATS has determined that the TIP conforms with the federal Clean Air Act as
amended in 1990. This TIP adjustment did not trigger a new Air Quality
Conformity Determination. The TIP remains in compliance with the Air Quality
Conformity Determination approved on December 19, 2000. Projects may
proceed upon your approval of the TIP.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit
Administration (PTA) have jointly certified that the Anchorage Metropolitan
Area Transportation Study (AMATS) planning process meets the requirements
of 23 CFR 450.334 and 23 USC Section 134 for metropolitan planning. The
AMATS policy committee has been approved the AMATS 2002 self-certification.
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Your approval of adjustments to the 2003 year only of the AMATS TIP is
recommended. The amounts in 2004 and beyond are not applicable and are
not part of this approval.

Approved

Commissioner

Attached: 2001 - 2003 AMATS TIP Technical Amendment #7

CC: David Miller, Division Administrator, FHWA w/attachment
Richard Krochalis, Regional Administrator, FTA w/attachment
James Armstrong, MOA Planning, w/o attachment
David Post, DOT/PF Area Planner, w/o attachment



MEMORANDUM STATE OF ALASKA
Department  of Transportation and  Public Facilities
Central  Region

To: Mike Barton
Commissioner

DATE: June 13,2003

F~ NO-: 269-052 1

d.bw

FRoM: David R. Eberle

p;u”E;;; 269-0522

: AMATS TIP Amendment #7
@Regional Director

Central Region

Please incorporate Amendment #7 to the Anchorage Metropolitan Area
Transportation Solutions (AMATS) FY’O l-03 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) into the FY’03 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program
(STIP). This is a minor amendment, which requires only the AMATS Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC) approval. AMATS TAC approved this amendment
on February 14,2003.  A copy of the meeting minutes is attached.

The AMATS TIP Amendment #7 was developed in conformance with all
applicable federal requirements. This TIP amendment did not trigger the need for
a new air quality conformity determination.

Please let me know if you have questions. Thank you.

Attachments

SC/lm



ANCHORAGE METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSPORTATION
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Mayor’s Conference Room
8th Floor
City Hall

632 West Sixth Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska

February 14,2003
1:00 PM

Those in attendance were:

NAME
** Jennifer Wilson

Katrina Moss
** Cindy Heil

Mary Parker
** Sue Fison
** Howard Holtan
** Lance Wilber

James Armstrong
Jon Spring

** Tom Wilson
Jody Karcz

** Bruce Carr
Betty Evans
Dee Essert
John Pletcher

REPRESENTING
Alaska Department of Transportation and
Public Facilities
ADOT/PF
Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation
ADEC
MOA/Planning Department
M&!/Municipal Engineer
MOA/Traffic Department
MOA/TD
MOA/TD
MOA/Public Transportation Dept.
MOA/PTD
Alaska Railroad Corporation
Huffman/O’Malley Community Council
Sand Lake Community Council
Self

* AMATS Policy Committee members
** AMATS Technical Advisory Committee members

A worksession was held from 1:00 PM to 2:30 PM.

1. CALL TO ORDER

CHAIR WILBER called the meeting to order at 2:30 PM. This meeting was a
continuation of the January 23, 2003 meeting. Steve Horn, Dr. Lura Morgan,
Frank Dillon and Cheryl Coppe were absent from the meeting. Jennifer
Wilson served on behalf of John Tolley. Sue Fison arrived at 1:25 PM.
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2. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT

CHAIR WILBER encouraged public involvement in this meeting of the
AMATS Technical Advisory Committee (TAC). He explained that Staff would
first make their presentation, followed by any comments from TAC members,
and the floor would then be open to public comment.

3. APPROVAL OF REVISED AGENDA
CHAIR WILBER reviewed the agenda of today’s business. There were no
changes or objections to the agenda.

4. WORKSESSION
CHAIR WILBER indicated that the TAC held a worksession beginning at
1:00 PM and had reviewed the 2004-06 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) and proposed amendments to the 2003 TIP. The TAC
members reviewed the tables and made comments and suggestions for the
entire Program.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - None

6. BUSINESS ITEMS

a. Minor Amendment #7 to the 2001-2003 TIP and Release of
the 2004-2006 TIP

CHAIR WILBER stated that a motion to release the 2004-06 Transportation
Improvement Program for a 30-dav public comment review is on the floor,
having been continued from the February 10, 2003 meeting.

MR. ARMSTRONG explained that a worksession was held on February 10,
2003 covering what is in the Draft 2004-06 TIP, including more information,
more accurate figures, and more information on the pre-draft STIP
Amendment #17. That information was incorporated into the February 13,
2003 memorandum to the TAC. The preliminary estimates show the 2003
TIP is $4.9 million over budget. In order to do a balanced 2004-06 TIP
release, he felt it was necessary to balance the 2003 TIP, especially since $9
million in advance construct is being borrowed from 2004 on three projects.
The decrement of $10 million for 2003 funding “C” Street Phase III is dealt
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with by GARVEE bond funding in Table 8. MR. ARMSTRONG noted that the
$970,000 increment is a supplement to Table 3a, the Road Transfer Program.
He indicated he would brief the Mayor following this TAC meeting and both
Assembly members who serve on the Policy Committee would be provided
with the new tables.

MR. ARMSTRONG reviewed the schedule for the 2004-06 TIP approval. The
Planning and Zoning Commission will hear this item in late February, and
the TAC will release the draft Air Quality Conformity for 30- day public
review on February 27th. He noted that the 2004-06 TIP tables include no
funding for the South Coastal Trail. A special TAC meeting to adopt the
2004-06 TIP is tentatively scheduled for March 12th; the Policy Committee
approval of the 2004 program for capital budget consideration would be
March 13th. The TAC approval of the Air Quality Conformity would be March
27th, and the Policy Committee approval of the 2004-06 TIP and the with the
Air Quality Conformity would be April 10th.

CINDY HEIL noted that Mr. Spring has begun working on the Air Quality
Conformity and he is attempting to schedule an inter-agency meeting to
discuss how to deal with Table 8. In reviewing the regulations, he discovered
that all projects must have a scope in order to meet Conformity requirements.
The projects in the TIP do not have scope descriptions. She stated the tables
could be re-released with the specifics required for Conformity purposes when
the Conformity is done. She noted that developing scopes for all the projects
in the 2004-06 TIP could not be accomplished prior to releasing the 2004-06
TIP. She further noted that there is no scope for the Knik Arm Crossing
project.

MR. WILBER believed the projects do have scope descriptions. The project
descriptions have not changed from the 2001 to the 2006 Program. The
projects and cost estimates are based on recommendations in the Long-Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP). He suggested that there could be a cover
memorandum with the released document to indicate that scopes are to be
consistent with the LRTP. He stated he does not want it to be misconstrued
that projects, such as Dowling Road, do not have a scope. MS. HEIL felt that
the air quality assumptions that were a part of the Conformity should be
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included in the TIP tables. She did not want the release of the 2004-06 TIP to
be delayed.

MR. SPRING noted that the old TIP documents contained the tables and
some of the project descriptions. Those TIPS were probably not problematic in
terms of scope. He felt it would be preferable to have the scope included in
the tables for purposes of providing the information that was used as a basis
for the Conformity.

MR. CARR asked how Knik Arm Crossing would be advanced in the 2004-06
TIP when it is not in the LRTP. MR. WILBER was uncertain at this time,
noting that there should be discussions with FHWA regarding the purpose of
the TIP and the Conformity. MS. HEIL thought the LRTP would be updated
in terms of the emissions budget in conjunction with the TIP.

MS. WILSON explained that ADOT/PF became aware today of an item that
requires TAC approval because it hits a trigger for a minor amendment to the
TIP. She explained the low bid for the design phase for “C” Street III, Dimond
to O’Malley, is $500,000 more than what was programmed. She suggested
that P/E funds for two of the Road Transfer Program projects (Table 3,
Project 15) could be deferred, given that the STIP shows funding only for
2003 and 2004, leaving that project not fully funded. She explained this
additional funding is needed for “C” Street Phase III (Table 3, Project 2) in
order to continue acquiring right-of-way.

MR. ARMSTRONG stated that Project Management and Engineering staff
have informed him that, of all the things they submitted, they would like to
keep 72nd Avenue, Johns Road and 80th Avenue on track. Instead of Ms.
Wilson’s suggestion he proposed that “C” Street III (Table 3, Project 2) be
increased in 2003 from $500,000 to $1 million, reduce Huffman Road
Intersection Improvements (Table 3, Project 26) by $500,0000 in 2003 to
$1,802,000 and increased in 2004 to $1,195,000, reduce the P/E funding for
Ingra/Gambell (Table 3, Project b) and Hiland (Table 3, Project f’) to $550,000
in 2004 to balance that year.

MS. WILSON asked whether there is need to take action on the 2003 TIP
independent of releasing the STIP. CHAIR WILBER replied that two actions
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would be required: amending the 2003 TIP and releasing the 2004-06 TIP.
The changes would include:

1. Amend Table 3, Project 2 to be $1 million and add a design phase.
2. Amend Table 3, Project “b” and Project ‘7” so both read $550,000
3. Amend Table 3, Project 26 be $1,802,000 in 2003 and $1,195,000 in 2004.

SUSAN FISON arrived at 1:25 PM.

JOHN PLETCHER requested that the South Coastal Trail be re-evaluated
and re-ranked.

DEE ESSERT stated she believes, having driven over Project “e” of Table 3,
Dimond Boulevard from Jodphur to Sand Lake Road, that funding for that
project should be accelerated from its current position in 2008.

DAVE NORTON asked that the priority of the South Coastal Trail be
maintained and that it retain the existing location in the 2004-06 TIP.

MR. PLETCHER stated he has left a petition signed by 851 persons opposing
the South Coastal Trail and asking for it to be removed from the 2004-06
TIP. He stated he also delivered another approximately 100 names on a
petition to Mr. Armstrong.

There being no objection, the motion to release the Draft 2004-06 TIP,
as amended, was released for a 30-day public comment period.

It was clarified that the changes to the 2004-06 TIP would not be available
on the website until February 18, 2003.

CHAIR WILBER noted there is a proposed amendment to the 2003 TIP to
add $500,000 to the “C” Street Phase III project.

CINDY HEIL moved to approve an increase of $500,000 for “C” Street Phase
III.

HOWARD HOLTAN seconded.
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MR. PLETCHER thanked Mr. Wilber for helping the public with input on the
South Coastal Trail.

%- There being no objection, the 03 TIP was amended.

B. Release of CMAQ Project Priority List and CMAQ
Ranking Criteria

MR. WILBER explained these criteria have been used for Table 5.

CINDY HEIL clarified that the TAC took action at its February 10, 2003
meeting to release the CMAQ priority project list and the CMAQ ranking
criteria for a 30-day public review when the 2004-06 TIP is released and that
action as taken today.

7. INFORMATIONAL REPORTS

MR. ARMSTRONG indicated a response had been received from the Federal
Highway Administration regarding the Policy Committee letter on advance
right-of-way acquisition. He stated he would be meeting with Tim Haugh
with FHWA in Juneau next week. This can be discussed at the next TAC
meeting.

MR. ARMSTRONG stated that he and Ms. Heil have been working on
legislation related to the I/M program. That legislation has been introduced.
He thought it would be nice for the Policy Committee to issue a formal letter
of endorsement for this legislation, HB81, which was introduced by
Representative Kevin Meyer. MS. HEIL described this legislation as
housekeeping in nature. She explained there have been some issues in the
I/M Evader Program that have made enforcement difficult. This legislation
would ensure that the I/M stickers in the windows of vehicles have the

. correct date; there are clarifiers in the legislation; and it helps with removing
an adverse impact to the motoring public that is not necessary, specifically,
requiring that someone who purchases a vehicle older than 1987 get an I/M
test each year rather than ever two years like everyone else. There are also
problems with people falsely registering their vehicles outside of the
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